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Welcome to Gulen!

Gulen Dive Resort is located just north of Bergen on the Norwegian west coast. Here, close to
the mouth of the famous Sognefjord, you'll find an Eldorado for scuba diving.

The area is littered with wrecks, and offers great kelp forests, soft coral reefs and an amazingly
abundant marine life. The house reef has more nudibranchs than anywhere else in Norway.

The resort caters for all kinds of divers, both inexperienced, tech and rebreather divers. We
have something for everyone. Welcome to Gulen Dive Resort!
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Gulen Dive Resort is located right at the waterfront, with
everything you need for a great diving holiday at your doorstep.
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Where do we dive?

We have a huge playground with dozens of dive sites in the surrounding area, and try to give
our guests a diverse experience with different types of dives.

We dive both in the fjords and on the coast, both easily reached with our 52 ft. dive yacht.
Enjoy the kelp forest, soft coral reefs, wrecks or excellent macro diving - it's all close by.

If you book one of our special events it's a different story: Then we do one thing and one thing
only - to the max. We also do longer trips and visit certain wrecks on request. Ask us!







Over 30 wrecks are waiting for you in the Gulen
area, close to the mouth of the famous Sognefjord.

World class wreck diving

The area around the Sognefjord was of great strategic importance during WWIL. It was not as
heavily defended by German fighters as further south, and still within reach of Allied bombers.

Gulen Dive Resort offer 30+ wrecks and several of them are truly world class. Our pride and
joy is Frankenwald, voted Norway’s Best Wreck in 2009 by the Norwegian dive magazine.

We dive wrecks every week, and also offer special wreck diving events for both recreational
and technical divers throughout the year. Check out www.gulendiveresort.com for details.
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This list shows just a few of our most popular wrecks. In total, we have _ Eerrdale 8-40 m
30+ wrecks on offer! At Gulen you'll find rust for everyone, almost from : S L34
the surface and well into technical diving depths. Just ask! _ 45-60 m

8-25m
18-29 m
I---'Oi'denburg 27-65m
"Havda 16-30 m
i Ingerseks 24-65m
KNM Uller 55-60 m

Server 2-25m
Tyrifjord 27-37 m
Optima 30-42 m
Aquila 40-65 m
Helga Ferdinand 35-60 m
Mercantil Marica 25-50 m
Welheim 15-70 m
Ilse Fritzen 45-65 m
Bjergfin 42-55m

Background image: Oldenburg i Bo.108%
Formerly known under the name Mdwe, Oldenburg was the most successful
German merchant raider during the First World War, capturing and sinking SIF 24-39 m
more than 40 ships. In 1933 she was sold to a German shipping company and
served between Germany and occupied Norway in WWIL On April 7, 1945 she Macbeth 35-40 m
was attacked and sunk by Beaufighters from Coastal Command - a considerable

Haakon 30-45m

propaganda victory for the British. The wreck rests in 27-65 meters depth.




Frankenwald

In 2009, the readers of the Norwegian
scuba diving magazine Dykking voted
Frankenwald to be the Best Wreck in
Norwegian waters - by a healthy margin.

Standing upright at 44 meters depth,
this 122 meter long German freighter

is a truly magnificent sight. She’s still

in extremely good condition after over
70 years at the bottom of the sea, and
several dives are necessary to explore all
her secrets.

The deck lies at 24-34 meters, and this
dive is suitable for anyone with a little
experience and an Advanced Open
. . . Water certification.

First things first :

The bow of Frankenwald at 34 meters depth is truly a stunning sight. In good visibility you ¢ Frankenwald was built in steel in

can see all the way to the mast and bridge almost 40 meters further behind! The fore-deck ;| Hamburg in 1922 for HAPAG.

is full of interesting details like bollards, winches, ventilation pipes and much more. ’

Download a free story
about Frankenwald!

Frankenwald was voted Norway’s Best Wreck
in 2009 by the readers of Dykking Magazine!

The Captain’s bathroom The famous stern

Inside the superstructure, a bathtub, toilet : Frankenwald was built in steel in Hamburg in 1922, and is a full 122 meters long. Although
and a mirror still hanging on the wall can i itis possible to swim the entire length in one dive, you need several dives to see and
be found in the Captain’s cabin. : explore the whole wreck. The stern is epic and Frankenwald's signature image.

gulendiveresort.com/stories




Frankenwald is just huge, and you'll need
several dives to explore all of the wreck.




Ran aground and sank

On January 6, 1940 Frankenwald was
heading south on her way from Narvik,
laden with iron ore. In the narrow
Steinsundet a fishing vessel suddenly
was in her way.

Half speed was ordered, but then
Frankenwald got caught by the strong
current and didn't answer the rudder.
The Captain ordered full speed to

try to regain control, but it was too
late. Frankenwald ran aground on
Brattholmen and sank about two hours
later in 40 meters of water.

The Norwegian pilots were blamed for :
the accident, which gave risetorumors ¢ Al hands on deck
locally - was Frankenwald really heading :

south, and where's the cargo? There are literally tons to explore on Frankenwald. The decks are full of interesting things,

and the four wide-open holds offer access to the innards of the ship. This is however
reserved for experienced wreck divers with proper gear and training.

The bridge i Covered in anemones

The bridge where Captain Alexander Moritz Otto Erich von Frankenberg was in charge has i Both masts are still standing, and the aft
partly collapsed - but otherwise Frankenwald is in remarkably good condition. Even after : mast goes all the way up to 7 meters which
more than 70 years on the bottom she is largely intact and is a spectacular sight. ¢ is perfect for deco and safety stops.




Unique Twin Wrecks

How often can you dive two WWII wrecks :
at the same time? In December 1944, the
German freighter Ferndale ran aground, :
and the rescue steamer Parat was called

in to help.

The next morning they were discovered
by allied aircraft, and shot into flames.

The 30 meter long Parat sank first,
settling at a depth of 45-60 meters. Four
hours later the giant Ferndale followed
her into the deep, missing the smaller
vessel by just four feet!

Today, the twin wrecks offer a perfect
Ag t phot tunit : dive profile from 60 to 7 meters, suitable
great photo opportunity : for both technical and sports divers.
Although the perspective in this image makes Ferndale look quite small, she's not: With a :
length of 116 meters and a width of 16 meters, Ferndale weighed in at 4.302 GRT. The bow
and foreship was salvaged after the war, leaving the midship and stern untouched.

A unique twin wreck dive - spectacular

Spectacular view i Huge dimensions
WWII rust fI’Oﬂ’] 7 to 60 mete I’S' When you hover above the two wrecks you : Ferndale was built in 1925 in Germany, and was owned by the Norwegian shipping

get aview not many has been lucky enough : company Glittre AS. After the German invasion in 1940 she was taken over by the
Photo: Wenche Strand PRy 5 : . . A
to see - it's simply spectacular. ¢ Kriegsmarine to be used as a supply ship.




In the dark : Two in one

Even in low-light conditions Parat is a spectacular sight - all you need are some dive : When hovering over Parat at 45 meters
buddies with insanely strong lights! Although possible, there is not much to penetrate on i depth, Ferndale towers over you reaching
Parat. She was a small ship, unlike her neighbor Ferndale. ¢ almost to the surface.

After diving Ferndale and Parat you end the dive around

As close as it gets : Beautiful posterior
Four hours after Parat sank, Ferndale ! The only superstructure left on Ferndale sits on the stern. When you reach the end of the g|ga nt|c Sa || Rock Wthh IS covered |n anemones
7 .

followed. She almost crushed the smaller i Ferndale at 34 meters depth you can see Parat below. The rescue steamer lies from 45 to
vessel, settling just a few feet away. ¢ 60 meters and is only suitable for technical divers.




KN M l l I I e r 3 A i Discovered in 2009
% ’ RES R : HMS Uller was a flat-iron gunboat built

in 1876. She was later rebuilt as a mine
layer, and was captured by the Germans
when they invaded Norway on April 9,
1940.

Pressed into Kriegsmarine service, Uller
was laying mines in the Sognefjord
when she came under attack from a
Norwegian Heinkel He 115. A bomb hit
very close to the ship, and the captain
beached her on some small skerries.

The wreck slipped off the skerries and
sank, and was found as late as 2009
in 55 meters of water. A splendid dive
Technical dive : for technical divers, KNM Uller is partly
: intact with her huge muzzle-loading
At around 60 meters depth the stern of KNM Uller with her large propeller and rudderisan i cannon as the main attraction.
amazing sight. On the bottom next to the wreck there are still the remains of several mines,
more of which can be found on the starboard side on the deck.
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Uller’s over-sized cannon i§;ﬁacular sight.

: Unique view Norwegian mine layer
S SIS ra[ mines are fO un d on an d arou nd th € WreCk Very few people have had the pleasure of i KNM Uller lies at a sand slope, and is still relatively intact. The 27 meter long gunship was

diving KNM Uller so far - the wreck wasn't ~ : equipped with two steam engines and several guns and cannons. She could carry 50 mines
discovered until 2009. : and was involved in laying the minefield outside Bergen the day before Germany invaded.

All photos: Hakon Sevheim




The wreck of Havda lies

in just 15-25 meters depth.
The old passenger ship is an
absolutely gorgeous sight.

Photo: David Gutteridge




The ship that sank twice

In January 1949 the 42 meter long
coastal freighter Bandak was heading in
the Sognefjord. It was a terrible storm,
and Bandak was crushed against the
rocks. She took her entire crew of nine
with her,

Incredibly, this was not the first time
Bandak sunk: In 1937 the collided with
another ship in the strait between
Sweden and Denmark and went to the
bottom.

Bandak was raised and rebuilt, but 12
years later she became the ship that
sank twice. This time there was nothing
Steamrolled : to be salvaged, and the wreckage now
¢ rests at 18-28 meters depth.
The wreckage of Bandak is spread out on the sandy bottom below a rock wall. She’s :
located in a weatherbeaten spot and the waves have ripped the ship apart and completely
steamrolled the hull. Only the stern remains intact, and it's a great sight.

Download a free story
about wreck diving in Gulen!

Only the stern of Bandak remains. The rest

; Rudder and propeller i Wreckage
Of the Sh I p h as steamro | | ed ﬂ at by WaVes. Below the stern the rudder and propeller © The storm which sealed the fate of the coastal freighter Bandak was horrible, and nine crew

gulendiveresort.com/stories are still intact, much to the delight of most  : members were lost. The remains of the ship is badly beaten, some parts are just tangled
underwater photographers. . wreckage and twisted steel.
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